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The West course, John’s Island’s

johns islander

third 18-hole championship golf course is nearing completion. Pictured above is a view

Jfrom the 17th tee up the hill over contoured bunkers bordering the natural waste area.

John’s Island West
Golf Course

The Land
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

This is the story about 200 acres of the latter that has become known as the
John’s Island West golf course.

A little history is in order.

Helen Ecclestone Barr, president of Lost Tree Village Corporation, the developer
of John’s Island, said, ““In 1983 it became obvious that to properly complete the
development of John’s Island, a third golf course was in order.”’

Pine Island and Hole in the Wall Island, both company owned and located in the
Indian River nearby, were considered, but neither was large enough for an 18
hole championship course.

The 92 acres to the immediate north of John’s Island was considered for an 18
hole par 3 course, but received little encouragement from the experts. The proper-
ty adjacent to that had been developed into grapefruit groves and the asking price
per acre was just too prohibitive to try to build a championship golf course there.

(continued on page 4)

New Area Code

Beginning April 16, 1988, our
telephone area code will be changed
from (305) to (407). There will be a two
month grace period where both area
codes will work.

The new 407 area code will include all
of Palm Beach County and north to
Orlando. The area south of the Brow-
ard/Palm Beach county line will keep
the (305) area code.

Residential Homes
Brochure

Enclosed with this newsletter is John’s
Island Real Estate Company’s port-
folio of homes which are currently
listed for sale. If you would like addi-
tional copies forwarded, please phone
the Administration Office at (305)
231-0900 or toll free (800) 327-3153.
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John’s Island West
Golf Course
(continued from page 1)

Local real estate expert Ed Schlitt was
asked to find 150 acres suitable for
building a golf course. He presented a
parcel west of the Bent Pine develop-
ment which was rejected because it was
too flat and a grove west of Wabasso
which required a county permit that
was unobtainable,

Schlitt finally located 190 acres west of
Wabasso which was purchased from
Saul Morgan, Trustee. Touring the
new property by jeep and over it by
helicopter, it was clear that the land to
the north and east, where a huge sand
ridge measuring 53 feet above sea level
was located, would be much more
suitable for golf course
terrain.

There were four parcels of land involved
in this extra acreage and an offer was
made to secure all of them, which
would add up to a grand total of 300
acres. They were purchased from the
Florida East Coast Railroad Co., Ken-
neth Pangborn, Francis Reynolds and
the J. P. Eakin estate,

The Architect

Donald Ross, the grand master of
American golf architects said, ‘‘God
created golf holes, it is the duty of the
golf architect to discover them.”’

A great amount of time, expense and
attention was paid to choosing the
right golf course architect for this
special property. Many architects were
consulted, and after much interview-
ing, Tom Fazio was selected.

Among Fazio’s credits are the follow-
ing great golf courses: Wild Dunes at
Charleston, S.C.; Butler National at
Oakbrook, IL; The Haig and The
Squire at PGA National in Palm Beach
Gardens, FL; Pinehurst no. 6 at
Pinehurst, NC; the Vintage Club at
Palm Springs, CA; and the Wade
Hampton course in North Carolina.

Photo from the 4th tee hewed out of the woods up to the green on top of the
ridge.

The Course

Experts who pick great golf courses use
seven standards: shot value, resistance
to scoring, design balance, memorabil-
ity, aesthetics, conditioning, and tradi-
tion.

P. J. Boatwright, Jr., executive direc-
tor for rules and competitions of the
United States Golf Assn. says ‘‘The
number one thing I look for in judging

the greatness of a golf course is the
type of terrain the architect has to
work with, Does he leave it as natural
as possible and how distinctive are the
individual holes.”’

James Anthony, President of John’s
Island Real Estate Co., said, “We
took Fazio out to the top of the ridge
where the clubhouse now sits, and he
just grinned and commented, ‘No con-

dos, no homesites, just golf course?’
and accepted the challenge.”’

What Tom Fazio has designed for the
members of John’s Island quite simply
put is ““Awesome’’. It is world class by
any measure and will do nothing but
get better as it matures.

Fazio has paid particular attention to
leaving the areas surrounding the in-
dividual fairways in their natural state
of vegetation and wooded areas. His
strict adherance to the regulatory re-
quirements resulted in two large lakes
and two wetland areas being con-

structed to meet the requirements, as
well as adding esthetic beauty to the
course itself.

His use of the terrain is spectacular,
with one hole after another climbing
up and down the hills, first to the top
of the sand ridge that runs through the
entire length of the property from
north to south, and back down to the
marshes that lie on both sides of the
ridge.

Tom Fazio says, ‘‘This course has its
own personality, its own character, its
own uniqueness.’’

He continued, ““This course is going to
get such acceptance and recognition
that you will remember these holes like
you do other holes on famous golf
courses. Each hole has its own unusual
character and I think that that is the
number one feature of the course.”

“The property has different per-
sonalities, the north side is hilly and
lots of rolling areas to it, with yellow
sand underneath which we have left ex-
posed throughout that area in its
natural state, even in the bunkers,

(continued on page 9)
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Tennis News

Mike Rahaley, Head Professional

Upcoming Events

Century Tournament,

(total combined age of team must
equal or exceed 125 years)
January 9, 1988

Mike Rahaley’s Mini-Camp
January 26-28

Tennis Member-Guest Tournament,
February 27 & 28

Weekly Events
Ladies’ B Team Practice, 1:30 p.m.
Mondays

Drill Clinic, 9:00 a.m.

Mondays & Fridays

Men’s Day Mixer, 8:30 a.m.
Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays
Ladies’ Round Robin, 8:30 a.m.
Wednesdays

Mixed Doubles Round Robin,

4 with Dutch Treat dinner following in
" The Grille Room, 4:00 p.m.

Wednesdays

Ladies’ Day, 2:30 p.m.
Thursdays

Tournament Results

The Annual Mixed Doubles Club
Championships were held on
December 5th. Jim and Nora Burst
were crowned champions, Thad
Wilkins and Sue Amos were runners-
up. The Consclation was won by Bill
and Ann Murray.

Thad Wilkins and Hank Parman were
crowned champions of the Men’s
Senior Doubles Tournament. Other
winners include Tom Knapp, Jim
McPherson and Rod Chute.

Tennis Pro Shop—
is open from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.
throughout the season.

Court Reservations—

may be made up 1o two days in ad-
vance by stopping by or phoning the
Tennis Pro Shop (231-1220) from 8:15
a.m. until 5:00 p.m., daily.

West Golf Course
(continued from page 5)

because that’s what the land dictated to
us to do.”’

“The south side has this enormous
ridge where the sand was gouged out of
one side of it many years ago and
which allows us to construct the spec-
tacular green sites on 15 and 17 and the
striking elevation of the 16th and 18th
teeing grounds, There is also white
sand underneath the surface which
allows us to build the bunkers with that
type of material.”’

The golf course will have five sets of
tee markers, the championship or
green tees measuring 6828 yds, the blue
tees at 6362 yds, the white tees at 6013
yds, the gold tees at 5520 yds and the
red tees at 4867 yds.

The architect starts us off on the
elevated first tee with a slight dogleg
right par-4 hole 409/323 yds (Back and
Jront tee marker measurements only)
to a green guarded on the left front by
a steep faced bunker. The straightaway
par-4 2nd hole of 383/252 yds requires
good placement of the tee shot due to

large mounds to the right of the
fairway,

The course moves into full gear on the
3rd par-4 hole 420/300 yds, which
bends around a beautiful marshland on
the left side of the entire fairway to an
undulating green guarded in front with
a mound. The right side of the fairway
has moguls and bunkers on its border.

Then comes three extraordinary holes
vou will find hard to forget. The par-3
4th 544/437 yds, goes up the hill over
rolling fairways bordered by a iake on
the left. One hundred and fifty yards
from the contoured green the fairway
passes between two stands of pines and
ascends sharply to a green, which sits
majestically on top of the ridge, guard-
ed on the left by gigantic sand and
grass bunkers.

The short par-3 5th 130/85 yds, comes
back down the hill to a curving penin-
sula green and very reminiscent of Peb-
ble Beach’s 7th hole.

The long par-5 6th hole 553/439 yds,
takes you back up the hill to the top of
the ridge guarded on the right by

(continued on page 10)

Addition/Changes/Corrections to the 1987-1988

John’s Island Club Register

page 5:

page 19:
page 66:
page 75:

AYERS, Robert C., correct telephone number (201) 543-4274
BROWN, Robert J. (Joan) members of John’s Island since 1980
HEALY, Robert E., correct telephone number (203) 968-2337
JENNINGS, Dr. Leander R., correct telephone number 231-9364

page 100: McCULLOUGH, William I. (Jean), add John’s Island address-
470 Sea Oak Drive, telephone 231-2817

page 104: MEEHAN, David J., add telephone 231-5972

page 123: PROSSER, Robert L. add wife’s name Judy

page 163: WETMORE, Eugene S., correct telephone number 231-7021

Please add to the Ciub Register:

1985 Reynolds, A. William (Joanne)
950 Beach Road, Apt. 391
John’s Island

Old Mill Road
Gates Mills, OH 44040

234-4151

(216) 423-3433




West Golf Course
(continued from page 9)

stands of pine trees, to a green which
has tremendous bunkers protecting its
left side.

The par-3 7th 213/120 yds, comes
down off the ridge to a small green
bordering on the edge of a marsh. The
cart path ride to the 8th tee journeys
through the marsh. This tee was moved
50 yds from the original plan to avoid
disturbing this naturally occurring
marsh.

The short par-4 8th 363/220 yds, fair-
way doglegs right over waste land and
back up the hill to a bi-level green tucked
in under the ridge. This is followed by
the longest par 4 on the golf course, the
oth hole 453/313 yds which winds its
way back along the ridge to the
clubhouse. The 9th green is tri-level

The 10th hole to a split fairway showing the green tucked between the hills and waste area.

and approximately 175 feet long.

The par-4 10th hole 419/296 yds, has
an unusual split fairway with pot-
bunkers in the middle, ala St. Andrews
12th hole. The tri-level green sits under
the ridge the back part of which is
shaped around a huge sand bunker.

The par-4 11th hole 320/212 yds,
doglegs left down the hill across sandy
wastes to the green which sits back in
the marsh and has a real Pine Valley
look to it. The par-4 12th 448/317 yds
doglegs back to the clubhouse from
tees carved out of the woods and
marsh. The right side is guarded by a
waste area and its elevated tri-level
green sits under the clubhouse.

The par-3 13th 182/102 yds, is a pic-
ture postcard golf hole that can be seen

from the windows of the clubhouse
dining room. A pot-bunker guards the
middle front of a wide but shallow
green which is outlined on three sides
by the waters of a large lake.

The longest hole, the par-5 14th
558/416 plays off elevated tees carved
out of the woods, over the lake, and
through the pines to a green which was
hewed out of the woods. Enormous
waste areas and bunkers guard the en-
tire right side length of the hole which
doglegs left the last 100 yards.

The shortest par-4 the 15th 300/215
yds, again comes out of the woods to a

fairway guarded on the right by a huge |

sand pine and the left by humongous
sand bunkers, up to a tri-level green
which rests on top of the hill. The
sinuous green has an eight foot drop
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Looking down from the 13th tee, which is adjacent to the Clubhouse, to an

from the back to the middle level. The
par-3 16th 234/153 yds, plays off a
lofty tee box on top of the ridge to a
narrow fairway, not unlike West-
chester’s 16th hole.

Which brings us to the par-5 17th
482-390 yds, which is bound to become
Fazio’s most controversial hole. The
tee boxes shoot out of the woods to a
split fairway, ala PGA West’s new
look, up the hill to a point 150 yds
from the green, where, if you are on
the right side of the fairway you can
take a short cut up the hill over an im-
mense waste area to a bi-level green.

The more conventional way to play the
hole is up the left side and around a
massive mound covered with giant
pines, providing a more safe approach
to the green. Fazio says he has never
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constructed a hole like this before.

This brings us to the piece de
resistance, the par-4 18th, 414/277 yds,
which provides an elevated teeing area
at the very top of the property from
which most of the back nine can be
seen. A beautiful dogleg left down the
hill to the edge of the lake, and then
back up the rise to the contoured
green, which sits halfway up the hill
between the lake and the clubhouse.....
one of the prettiest golf holes to be seen
anywhere.

Tom Fazio remarked, ‘I believe this is
a one of a kind golf course, because of
the special terrain and natural beauty
of the land. I don’t believe that I could
reproduce it anywhere. It is a work of
art, it’s artistic and it’s not repro-
ducible.”’
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“I’'m very excited about the whole look
of the golf course. In a lot of ways it
reminds you of Pine Valley, Jupiter
Hills, Seminole, Shinnecock and Bal-
tusrol, and that’s pretty good com-
pany.”

“When I travel all over the country
and people ask me how to describe the
John’s Island West golf course, I can
state that after people play here, they
will say that this is a most unusual, dif-
ferent type of golf course, and that it
has such variety to it. I think that is the
key to the golf course, it has such a
variety of different holes.”

This article was researched and written
by John’s Island Club member Walter
Dierks who is an avid golfer and a
Jfreelance writer for the Press Journal
and other publications.




